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T AK EN OF 
Lord Bolingbroke's 
Moral and Religious Sentiments, &c. | 


11 HE elegance of Lord Bolingbroke's pen 
| will reflect ſome diſadvantage on mine, 
whilſt remarking upon his LETTERS 
which relate to the fludy' and uſe of Hjtory. 
A facred regard to truth, decency, and virtue, 
muſt therefore be all their ſecurity from con- 
tempt in the compariſon. 


My Lord has left the world ſome fine Re- 
Rleftions on exile, and ſome maſterly ſtrokes on 
the true uſe of retirement and fiudy, His ſketch 
E. the biftory and en of EUROPE, 1s a piece of 

B ſelf⸗ 


(2) 

ſelf-defence, wherein he is ſo far from ad- 
mitting the general, the public accuſation of 
crime, that he would avail himſelf of mer. 
« He is ſo incorrigible, that could he be placed 
in the ſame circumſtances again, he would 
take the ſame reſolution, and act the fame 
part.” V. ii. p. 118. 


His character as a /tate/man, the world will 
judge of, as they are differently able or diſpos'd 
to give, or not to give him credit. This will 
have no place in the limits of my deſign; only 
muſt confeſs, there are ſome rays of his political 
knowledge which have made me 7remble; be- 
cauſe of the truth I apprehend they have in 
them, as they reſpect the preſent condition and 
the impending fate of my country : among the 
reit, that prognoſiic couch'd in his lamenting 
the loſs of the ninety-five books of Livy 
which brought his hiſtory down from the 
breaking out of the third Punic war to the 
death of Druſus. * He is ſorry, becauſe we 
thould have ſeen in one ſtupendous draught 
the whole progreſs of the Roman government 
from liberty to fervitude— and it would have 
been of more imincdiate and more important 
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application to tlie preſent ſtate of Britain.” 


If there be any truth in what he ſays, of 
national poverty as well as national corruption 
being eſteemed neceſſary to the ſupport of 
the preſent government” this is e 
ſufffcient to juſtify a tremor in tlie anten 
Briton. 


To quit his political thoughts, thoſe of his 
moral and religious now call me. And with 
what pleaſure have I read, and do I now recite 
that ſentiment of Solomon's, lecp thy heart with 


all keeping : for out of it are the iſſues of life ; 


and of the Apoſtle Paul's, laying afide every 


weight, and the ſin that does moſt eaſily beſet Us, 
wrought off with the touches of my Lord' 8 
pencil? — © Wiſe men are certainly ſuperior to 
all the evils of exile. But in a ſtri& ſenſe he; 
who has left any one paſſion in his ſoul un- 
ſubdued, will not deferve that appellation. It 
is not enough that we have ſtudied all the 
duties of public and private life, that we are 
perfectly acquainted with them, and that we 
live up to them in the eye of the world; a 
paſſion that lays dormant in the heart, and has 
eſcaped our ſcrutinies, or which we have ob- 
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ſerv d and indulg'd as venial, or which we have 


| perhaps encouraged, as a. principle to. excite 


and to aid our virtue, may one time or other 
deſtroy our tranquility, and diſgrace our whole 
character; when virtue has ſteeled the mind 
on every fide, we are invulnerable on every 


fide : but AcniLLEs was wounded in the heel: 


the leaſt part overlooked or neglected, may 
expoſe us to receive a mortal blow. Reaſon 
cannot obtain the abſolute dominion of our 
ſouls by one victory. Vice may have reſerves, 
which muſt be beaten; many ſtrong holds, 
which muſt be forced ; and we may be found 
of proof in many trials, without being ſo in all, 
We may reſiſt the ſevereſt, and yield to the 
weakeſt attacks of fortune. We may have 
got the better of avarice, the moſt epidemical 
diſcaſe of the mind, and yet be ſlaves to am- 
bition. We may have purged our ſouls of 


the fear of death, and yet ſome other fear may 
venture to lurk behind.” — And again, © reduce 


your deſires, be able to ſay with the apoſtle of 


Greece, to whom ER Asus was ready to ade 


dreſs his prayers, guam multis ipſe non iow.” 


It would by an injury done my Lord, to 
ſuppale 


le 


(31 

ſuppoſe him unacquainted with the apoſtle 
Pauls character or writings, or with the 
doctrinal inſtructions of Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
calls his Saviour. For when ſpeaking of Au- 
guftuss allowing ABGARUsS the tetrarch of 
Edefſa to return, tho with regret ; he mentions 

his letter to Jeſus Chriſt as incredible as that 
ſtory ; but then he gives Jeſus Chriſt the title 
of, OUR SAVIOUR, V. il. p. 240; 


That he owns the chriſtian revelation, 


' ſhould appear from ſeveral paſſages. I will 


mention ſome of them. Speaking of the 
paſſages of the old teſtament which contain 
prophecies, or matters of law or doctrine 
he ſays, Shall we inſiſt that ſuch particular 
parts and paſſages, which are plainly marked 
out and ſufficiently confirmed by the ſyſtem of 
the chriſtian revelation, and by the com- 


pletion of the Propheſies, have been ee 


from air go. 2 


Of Vee 
It is true, he is his ridiculing the old 


A ; teſtament writings as not tranſmitted to ug 
under all the conditions of an authentic hiſtory : 
but then, one ſees the reaſon of his offence, 
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(0) 
or what gives the ſting of his ridicule, when 
he adds, © and yet I may be at liberty to 
maintain that the paſſages in it which eſtabliſh 
original ſin, which ſeem favourable to the 


doctrine of the Trinity, which foretel the 
coming of the Meſſiah, and all others of 


ſimilar kind, are come down to us as they 


were originally dictated by the Holy Ghoſt.” 


The notions of original Sin, and of the 
Trinity, had prejudic'd him extremely much 


againſt the ſyſtem of modern and more antient 


Church-Divinity, or elſe ſurely he would not 
have diſputed either the prophecy or the 
coming of the Meſſiah; for he is inclined to 


admit the poſſibility of the foundations of both 


Judaiſm and Chriſtianity having been laid in 
truth : his words are, © If the foundations of 


Judaiſm and Chriſtianity have been laid in 


truth, yet what numberleſs fables have been 
invented to raiſe, to embelliſh and to ſupport 
theſe ſtructures, according to the intereſt and 
taſte of the ſeveral architects. V. I. p. 123. 


i: It had been 75 matter of aſtoniſhment 
to him, how the ſincere chriſtian clergy cou'd 
| take 
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perly, wantonly, and abſurdly ; and heap cru- 


EF 1 
take ſo much filly pains to eſtabliſh myſtery on 


metaphyſics, revelation on philoſophy, and 


matters of fact on abſtract reaſoning ! A religion 
founded on the authority of a divine miſſion, 
confirmed by propheſies and miracles, appeals 
to facts; and the facts muſt be proved as all o- 
ther facts that paſs for authentic are proved; 


for faith, ſo reaſonable after a proof, is ab- 


ſurd before Kb 17 * 


This fairly repreſents the ſtate of chriſtianity; 
which is thus proved and authenticated. It 
cou id never have gained credit but upon ſuch 
reaſonable evidence, but then it is matter of 
aſtoniſhment to all rational enquirers, that the 


moſt upright of the Clergy, even thoſe who 


are aiming at the weal of Mankind, ſhou'd take 
ſo much ſilly pains to burleſque Chriſtianity, by 
eſtabliſhing myſtery and non-ſenſe upon the di- 


vine ſcheme of the goſpel, which in itſelf 


contains that certain degree of authenticity 
and probability, and the examples carry a 
force ſufficient to make due impreſſions upon 
our minds, and to illuſtrate all the pre- 
cepts of true philoſophy. The new teſtament 
does ſo, notwithſtanding many read it impro- 


dity 


(8) 
dity upon crudity, for want of proper digeſtion, 
and ARA s. a 


But hom, be po man is allowed to be the ſub- 


ject of every hiſtory ; and to know him well, 


we. muſt ſee him and conſider him, as hiſtory 


alone can preſent him to us, in every age, in 
every country, in every ſtate, in life and in death. 


And as it deſcends to a ſufficient detail of human 
actions and characters, becomes uſeful to bring 


us acquainted with our ſpecies, nay with our 


IL 


ourſelves ;” fince this, by way of eminence, 
may be affirmed of the goſpel hiſtory ; ; which 


preſents us with the moſt complete view of hu- 
man nature, under its utmoſt depravity ; and 


ſo will extend its inſtruction as far as all hiſtory 


is able to do, reſpecting the principles and do- 
cuments of virtue, wiſdom, and prudence ne- 
ceſſary to the conduct of human life: ſince this 


is the truth of the caſe, it claims a firſt veneration. 
And every one whois able to read and to reflect 


on what he reads: will find, in his degree, the 


benefit that ariſes from an early acquaintance 
contracted in this manner with mankind : for, 
« we are not only paſſengers or ſojourners in 
this world, but we are abſolute ſtrangers at the 
" firſt ſteps we make in it, our guides are often 

ignorant, 
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| | ignorant, often unfaithful, E By this map of the 
er which the goſpel hiſtory ſpreads before 
us, we may learn, if we pleaſe, to guide our 
4 ſelves. And truly it is infinitely worth our 


"theſe, betray us. The new teſtament hiſtory 


gives us a journal of thoſe who have. travell'd. 
thro the ſame country, and have been expoſed 
to the ſame accidents: and their good and 


4 ** ill ſueceſs are equally. inſtructive. 


1 This Wen ** faithfully ao 2 
: Lo of the facts it contains, with the cauſes 


that produced them, and the circumſtances that 


; a0 accompany them: ſo that actions and coun- 


ſels are ſufficiently characterized. We are even 
| able to diſcover the nice degrees of wiſdom and 


folly, of virtue and of vice; fo as to n. 
; the characters to which they belong, —— 
ScePTics are therefore guilty of this e 3 


te nearer the hiſtory has come to the true idea 


* hiſtory the better it informs, the more it in- 
| WGs, 


while, © becauſe in our journey thro the world, 
we are beſet on every ſide, beſieged ſometimes. 
in our ſtrong holds. Terrors and temptations, 
1 g conducted by the paſſions of other men, aſſault 
us: and our own paſſions, that correſpond with 


—— 
8 * 


610) | 
ſtructs, and the more worthy it appears t to them 
of being Ee and rejecterd. 


It was a too common infelcity his lordſhip 
labour'd under, he had little, or ſought but little 
opportunity of converſing with the labors of 
chriſtian divines, who were free from the tram- 
mels of ſyſtem ; and thoſe of rank or figure, 
who were deem'd qualified for his company, or 
his table, were fetter'd with the eſtabliſhed opi- 
nions and cuſtoms, which his lordfhip thought 
and calls ridiculous and abſurd. — We may de- 
duce this from his ſaying, © I do not affect ſin- 
gularity, on the contrary, I think that a due de- 
ference is to be paid to received opinions, and 
that a due compliance with received cuſtoms is 
to be held; tho' both the one and the other 
ſhou'd be, what they often: are, abſurd and ridi- 
culous.” Vi 1. p. 2. 


Al lorathip hag: not 8 diſcover'd 
Himſelf as behaving upon this plan, throughout 
his letters, unleſs one might be allowed to in- 
terpret him as intending to inſinuate, that the 
openly profeſſing ones ſelf a cbriſtian, was to 
affect ſingularity. If this was his deſign, or the 


meaning of the above citation, then the opini- 


On 


( 
ons and cuſtoms of the infidel and ſceptic will 
land charg'd with being abſurd and ridiculous. 
J am rather inclin d to ſuppoſe he deſigned the 


_ eſtabliſhed opinions and cuſtoms : and yet, he 
ſcruples not to contradict the conviction of his 
coin mind, and the declarations of his own pen, 

© when he affirms, that he affects not ſingularity, 
but thinks a due deference ſhou'd be paid to re- 
© ceivd opinions : for he is bold enough to ſay, 
<< the Jewiſh hiſtory never abtained any credit 
in the world, till chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed.” 
V. i. 
affirm, that theſe fathers of the firſt century do 
not expreſly name the goſpels we have of Mar- 


p. 91. © And he cou'd almoſt venture to 


 Tyew, Makk, Luks, and Joun.” p. 178. i. e. 
neither Clemens of Rome, Barnabas, Ignatius, 


Nor Polycarp. 3 


As to the authenticity of the Jewiſh hiſtory 


and its credibility, notice is taken of that 


by another hand. I ſhall only obſerve, that his 
"Lordſhip ſeems not to have examined into theſe 
fundamental facts with an abſolute indifference | 
of judgment, and with a ſcrupulous exactneſs, 


ſo that his ſtudies in theſe articles reduced him 
to this hectic condition, of ſo much heat and 


8 weak - 


|| (12) 
1.1.8 weakneſs, —Prejudices had diſorder d his mind, 

or he wou'd not have affirmed with ſo much af. 
furance about the credit of the Jewiſh Hiftory, 
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'Ons obfermaticn might bo made, upon his 
Lordſhip's objecting to the Jewiſh hiſtory, 
the ſhort account given by Moſes of the firſt 
| 2000 years, comprized in eleven ſhort chapters 
of Geneſis; which is certainly the maſt com- 

pendious extract that ever was made, and in 

which we find nothing like an univerſal hiſtory, 

or fo much as an abridgment of it.” V. i. p. 106. 
Againſt this, may we not put an obſervation of 
his own, p. 1 57. © The truth is, nations like men 

have their infancy; and the few-paſlages of that 

time, which they retain, are not ſuch as deſerved 
moſt to e remember'd; but ſuch as, being 

moſt proportioned to that age, made the ſtrong- 

eſt impreſſions on their minds. Hiſtory was 

at firſt intended only to record the names, or 

perhaps the general characters of ſome famous 

men, and to tranſmit in groſs the remarkable 9 

events of every age to poſterity.” - 1 
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Cou d his Lordſhip have ſaid more in Kor 9 : 
of the Moſaic __ perhaps no man coud 
have 


( 


1 Jive more juſtly defended in ſo few lines the 


brevity of the Moſaic hiſtory, for the firſt two 
thouſand years of the world. And I am ſure 
none cou'd ſo pertinently and effectually have re- 
futed the objection, as the maker of it has him- 


of Jeif done. - _ 


* Theſe ancient memorials when critically ex- 
amined, will be found to contain a probable ſe- 
ries of events, eaſily diſtinguiſhable from the 
4 improbable. | 
> himſelf whether he has not been touched with 
1 reverence and admiration at the virtue and 
wiſdom of ſome of the characters; and whe- 
ther he has not felt indi en and W 5 
for others? 


And any careful reader may aſk 


In the other point, what if it ſhou'd Fi turn 


out, that none of thoſe Fathers of the firſt 
NY | century do expreſly name the goſpels in their 


1 


Citations of them; what will it prove? no more 
3 an this, that they had no occaſion to do it, 
or ſaw no neceflity for it; that thoſe to whom 
2 | chey wrote, knew well their authorities; but 


Ann prove ao more, — 


We 
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( 14 ) 
We may gueſs at his way of contemplating 


the chriſtian religion by many paſſages in his 
e epiſtles: : See how he deſcribes the church, 


V. ii. p. 174. © few know, ſcarce any reſpect 
the Britiſh conſtitution : that of the church has 


been long ſince derided ; that of the ſtate long 


fince neglected ; and both have been left at the 
mercy of men in power, whoever thoſe men 
were. Thus the church, at leaſt, the Hierar- 


chy, however ſacred in its origin or wiſe in its 
_ Inſtitution, is become an uſeleſs burden to the 


ſtats.” 


So FRE WOE it is no wonder his Lordſhip 
had prejudices againſt chriſtianity ; he did not 


view the ſcheme impartially as it lies in the 


new teſtament writings : : but as men have been 


pleaſed to repreſent it; even in the abſurdity of 


their opinions, and in the ridiculouſneſs of their 
cuſtoms. 


| Nevertheleſs, we have reaſons to admire his 

Lordfhip's fine ſentiments of a providence. © Be- 
lieve-me, the providence of God has eſtabliſhed 
ſuch an order in the world, that of all which 


belongs to us, the leaſt valuable parts can alone 
fall 
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| fall under the will of others, whatever is beſt is 


ſafeſt; lies out of the reach of human power; 


can neither be given nor taken away. Such is 


this great and beautiful work of nature, the 
; world, ſuch is the mind of man, which con- 
templates and admires the world, whereof it 
makes the nobleſt part. Theſe are inſeparably 
ours, and as long as we remain in one we ſhall 
4 enjoy the other. Let us march therefore intre- 
— pidly wherever we are led by the courſe of 
kuman * V. ü. i. p. 245, m_ 


oY 


e 8 The ey or the bad events, which 
Lbortune brings upon us, are felt according to 
what qualities we, not they, have. They are 
in themſelves indifferent and common accidents, 
and they acquire ſtrength by nothing but our 
vice or our weakneſs. Fortune can diſpenſe 


neither felicity nor infelicity anden we co- operate 
? with her.“ Ut 


Do but admit what is needful for the 1 
of terms, ſuch as fortune for providence; and 


the ſentiments will appear to be the productions 
, of chriſtian e. 
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attended to the goſpel doctrine of immortal 
life, who cou'd thus ſpeak of a wiſe man: © he 
is one; -ſays he, who looks on himſelf as a ci- 
tizen of the world: and when you aſk him 
where his country lies? he points with his fin- 

ger to the heavens.” V. ii. p. 241. We are 
potſengers and be in this world." Ox 
He bas proeceded to W che ways of 
providence even in the brevity of human life. 
That life which ſeems to our ſelf love ſo ſhort, 
when we compare it with the ideas we frame of 
eternity, or even with the duration of ſome o- 
ther beings, will appear ſufficient, upon a leſs 
partial view, to all the ends of our creation, and 
of a juſt proportion in the ſucceſſive courſe of 
generations. The term itſelf is long: we ren- 
der it ſhort; and the want we complain of, 
flows from our profuſion ; not from our po- 
verty. We are all ſpendthrifts; ſome of us 
diiſſipate our eſtates on the trifles, ſome on the 
ſuperfluities, and then we complain that we 
want the neceſſaries, of life. The much greater 
part never reclaim, but die bankrupts to God 
and man. Others reclaim late, and they are apt 
to imagine, when they make op their accounts | 
| and 
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and ſee how their fund is diminiſhed, that they 
have not enough remaining to live upon, be- 
cauſe they have not the whole; but they de- 
ceive themſelves: they were richer than they 
© thought, and they are not yet poor. If they 
- huſband well the remainder, it will be found 
© ſufficient for all the neceſſaries, and for ſome 
of the ſuperfluities, and trifles too perhaps of 
life: but then the former order of expence 
© muſt be inverted ; and the neceſſar ies of life 
mut be provided, before they put themſelves 
to any coſt for the trifles or ſuperfluities.“ 


a Theſe are declarations which correſpond 
with the doctrine of revelation : and tho my 
Li ord did not chuſe to own, that he borrowed 
them from thence; tho he was chagrin'd at 
© the paltry figure, at the groteſque appearance 


j which chriſtianity makes among her profeſſors; 


A yet, we may delightfully obſerve theſe darting 
* rays of truth and virtue, in the /efters of this 


4 lively genius, 


5 e e is 3 confeſſed and ad-. 
F mired in his letters ; neither has this nobleman © 
been ſo very polite as to diſown prayer. What 

3 deſerves 


(13) 
deſerves to be read by us with pleaſure is, he 
has choſen to give the higheſt encomium upon 
a petition, in the form which our Lord taught 
his diſciples : his words are, © The ſhorteſt 
and the beſt prayer which we can addreſs to 
him who knows our wants, and our ignorance 
in aſking, is this: THY WILL BE DONE.” p. 276. 
He, at the ſame time; juſtly repreſents the ig- 
norance of men, who attend not to the inſtruc- 
tions of God: * Vain men! how ſeldom do we 
know what to wiſh or to pray for, when we 


pray againſt misfortunes, and when we fear 


them moſt, we want them molt.” 


This muſt be underſtood of men, who were 


not under the guidance of revelation ; becauſe | 


he ſays, it was for this reaſon that PyTHA- 
CORAS forbid his diſciples to aſk any thing in 
particular of God. 


The ſame fort of ignorance does not hang 
about men, who are inſtructed both how to pray 
and for what. But undoubtedly my Lord is 
right in obſerving what is the ſhorteſt and the 
beſt prayer. — His calling it ſo is a virtual ac- i 

knowledgment, of his uſing longer; other- 
wilt 


6 10 


5 = he would not ſurely have called this the 
3 C ſhorteſt | 
He recommends “ addreſſing ourſelves to 
Þ | God, who governs all, as Cleanthes did. His 
9 | Lordſhip” s diſguſt wou'd not allow him to ſay, 
Las Jeſus and his apoſtles have taught us. To 
what this diſguſt was owing, I preſume has 
$ Ipeen made appear in the reflections we have 
a been making. But ſurely here are teſtimonies 
2 given of his approbation of prayer, the pro- 
; I priety and decency of it, as well as his belief of 


* 


a providence.” 


s He has vigorouſly declar'd the moral obliga- 
tion on man to the poſitive will of the ſupreme 


1 Pang and to a ſupernatural revelation. He has 


tacitly confeſſed that teaching of God in this 
"We « both Jews and Chriſtians hold the 
ſame books in great veneration, whilſt each 
ſeondemns the other for not underſtanding, or 
for abuſing them. But I apprehend that the 


3 Leal of both has done much hurt, by endea- 
3 Fouring to extend their authority much farther 
than is neceſſary for the ſupport perhaps of 
4 Judaiſm, but to be ſure of chriſtianity.” V, i. 


p- 92. 
This is an implicit 8 of the 
1 8y- 
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Syſtem of Chriſtianity as being more ' particu- 


larly injured. 


In p. 94. The authority of the books of 
the New Teſtament is ſo far from being found- 
ed on the authority of the Old, that it is quite 


independent on it: the new being proved, gives 
anthority to the old, but botraws none from 


it; and gives this authority to the particular 
parts only. Chriſt came to fulfil the Prophe- 
cies; but not to conſecrate all the written, 
any more than the oral tradition of the Jews. 
We muſt believe theſe traditions as far as they 


relate to chriſtianity, as far as chriſtianity refers 


to them, or ſuppoſes them neceſſary ; but we 


can be under no obligation to believe them 
any farther, ſince without chriſtianity we ſhould 


be under no obligation to belieye them at all.” 


I underſtand this Paragraph as expreſſing my 


Lord's opinion, becauſe it is directly oppoſed 
to what ſubtle and learned men have faid of 
the old being the foundation of the new. 


He rejects the opinion of the ſcriptures be- 
ing entirely the dictature of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and their having been the perpetual care of 
providence ; he ſays © they are come down to 
us broken and confuſcd, full of additions, in- 
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33 and ape made we neither 
know when, nor by whom.“ 


What if he has done this? it is an acknow- 


3 &.doment of the original exiſtence of theſe ſcrip- 
tures, tho now under alterations; for he adds, 


* never appear d ſuch alterations on the face of 


any other book, on whoſe authority men have 


agreed to rely,” p. 96. 


5 % How could my Lord have affirmed this, if 


ere were no ve/tzgia of their original lines 


4 Spon them? if he had no canon of criticiſm 

| '1 which to determine ſuch disfigurations ? 

: F But to do his Lordſhip juſtice, he appears 
o have fixed his eye in theſe papers on the 

Old, and not on the New Teſtament writings. 


For in p. 97. he aſks, © Shall we inſiſt that 
ir ch particular parts and paſſages, which are 
Plainly marked out and ſufficiently confirmed 
Y the ſyſtem of the Chriſtian revelation, and 
the completion of the prophecies, have 


been preſerved from corruption by ways impe- 
getrable to us, amidſt all the changes and 
Y chances to which the books wherein they are 


corded have been expoſed ?” 


4 We muſt not allow of the above Bare of 


thp, 


„ 

ſhip, to the books of the New teſtament, be- 
cauſe he has here ſaid no ſuch thing. 

That his Lordſhip has very expreſſly af- 
firmed moral obligation from a ſupernatural 
revelation, is as evident as words can make it, 
V. ii. p. 220, 221. when we have done this, 
concerning God, _ ourſelves, and other men; 


concerning the relations in which we ſtand to 


him and them; the duties that reſult from 
theſe relations, and the pos1TIvE WILL of the 
ſupreme Being, whether revealed to us in a 


ſupernatural, of diſcovered to us by the right 3 


uſe- of our reaſon in a natural way — we have 
done the great buſineſs of our lives,” 
This paſſage contains a noble teſtimony in 
favour of a, ſupernatural divine revelation ; 
which will defy the attempts of the ſophiſt to 


explain away. He is in a ſerious vein of 


thought. He had in his eye what will con- | 
duct us yet farther in the openings of his 


religious ſentiments ; he ſeems to own a future 
reckoning, a ſtate of final retribution : per- 
haps this might have been inferr'd from his call- 
ing man a ſtranger and a ſojourner in this 
world; and from his pointing his finger to 
heaven, when aſk'd whither he was going? but 


there 
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48) 
there is a paſſage in reſerve for this point of 
evidence, where he ſays, © Every man's reaſon 
is every man's oracle : this oracle is beſt con- 
ſulted in the ſilence of retirement; and when 

we have ſo conſulted, whatever the decifion 
be, whether in favour of our prejudices or 
2 againſt them, we muſt reſt ſatisfied : ſince no- 
thing can be more certain than this, that he 
who follows that guide in the ſearch of truth, 
as that was given him to lead him to it, will 
have a much better plea to make, whenever 
or wherever he may be called to account, than 
he, who has reſigned himſelf, either delibe- 
| rately or inadvertently, to any authority upon 
earth.“ Vol. ii. p. 220. | 
Il know not how to expreſs the pleaſure 
I have in this citation: it ſpeaks the exact ſenſe 
of the author of our religion; <vby do ye not 
even of yourſelves judge what is right ? judge 
ot according to appearance, but judge righteous 
2 judgment, The final judgment is made to ter- 
minate on the integrity and goodneſs of man, 
and on his want of it. Thus the apoſtle Paul, 
et every man prove bis own work, and ſo ſhall 
e have rejoicing in himſelf and not in ancthen.— 
3 | if the blind, ſays our Lord and Saviour, lead 
= the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch. Call no 
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man Rabbi, neither be fo called of any. The 
ſentiments of his Lordſhip exactly ſquare with 


ſacred code; yet inaſmuch as men ſoon revers d 
the intention and eſtabliſſid an hierarchy to the 
reproach and ſcandal of the original ſcheme, |? 
no other conſequence could enſue, than that 
every proſpect which you take of this decorated 

DE build- 


the f pirit and genius of unſophiſticated chriſti- 

— One wou'd grieve becauſe of the * 
diſlike he had to the chriſtian name, and to the 
ſcheme as under the diſguiſes which are popular : 
one wou'd wiſh he had avowed the cauſe and 
abetted the intereſt of chriſtianity more openly ; * 
but as we cannot have this gratification, we 
have another: we can conſider him as an advo. 
cate in the cauſe of truth and of God, ſo far 
as his prejudices wou'd permit him : prejudices Y 
which to me appears to have been generated 
by the dint of education, and by his forming a |? 
judgment of chriſtianity as all other infidels do, 
from the moſt fallacious repreſentation of it, I 
mean, the opinions, cuſtoms and lives of many 
of its profeſſors. — Whereas a little more in- 
genuity wou'd correct ſuch proceedings, and 
lead the enquirer into a more impartial examina- 
tion. — How eaſy is it to ſee that however pure 
and friendly, divine and holy the plan, in the | 
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T building, ſhall widely vary from the model drawn 


A 

* 3 

1 

by the divine archite 
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Had my Lord ended as Dr. Lardner, or 


even as Mr. Jortin has done to Eccleſiaſtical 


Hiſtory, he might have made more impartial 


and uſeful reflections upon it; and wou'd, no 
doubt, have held chriſtianity excutſed from any 
degree of diſgrace. The obſervations made by 


the former, in his Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory, 
P. ii. Vol. viii. . from p. 19 — 32. And thoſe 
of the latter, in his Remarks on Eccl. H. iftory, 

are ſuch as deſerve to be put againſt all his Lord- 
ſhip has faid at random. See Jortin's V. ii. 


p- 47, 163, 272. © The Fathers are often poor 


and infufficient guides in things of judgment and 


criticiſm, and in the interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures, and ſometimes alſo in point of morality 
and dodine. The men themſelves uſually de- 
ſerve much reſpect, and their writings are high. 
ly uſeful on ſeveral occaſions ; but it is better to 
defer too little than too much, to their deciſions, 


and, to the authority of antiquity, that hand- 


maid to Scripture, as ſhe 1 is called.” 

Beſides, his Lordſhip no more than many 
others, had read Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory with this 
clue, “as having extremely falſified and miſ- 
repreſented what relates to ſes and hereſies. 
= The 


(26) 
The frentic extravagancies, the ſtrange impuri- 
ties, the deteſtable abominations which have 
been imputed to many Societies who invoked 
the holy name of Chriſt, are ſo many outrages 
done to chriſtianity : the effect of blind zeal, 
weak credulity, precipitation and blunder ; for 
what more ſpecious argument againſt chriſti- 
anity than this multitude of ſeas, ſeeming to 
vie with one another which ſhould have the 
honour to invent the moſt abſurd opinions, and 
the moſt prophane and ungodly rites. — And 
true it is that the Philoſophers who paſſed over 
from Judaiſm and Paganiſm, to Chriſtianity, 
corrupted the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, and 
turned it into a contentious religion, and filled 
it with uncdifying ſpeculations : but as to im- 
pure and abominable myſteries, either they who 
practiſed them were not chriſtians, but true pa- 
gans; or thoſe pretended myſteries were fable 

and fiction. TO 
It has long been a kind of merit to accuſe, 
and even calumniate Heretics, and a crime to 
excuſe them. The ſpirit paſſed from Jews to 
Chriſtians, and has continued to this day. To 
be a favourer of heretics is to tread the path 
which leads to excommunication. The learned 
W world 
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world is well acquainted with this eccleſiaſtical 
policy, and not ignorant of its reaſons.” | 

Had my Lord read enough to have thus di- 
ſtinguiſhed, his remarks on the corruptions of 
hiſtery in the cauſe of religion, V. 1. Lett. iv. 
had been far more juſt and n 

His Lordſhip, notwithſtanding this, would 


ſhew the folly of eſtabliſhing univerſal pyrrho- 
niſm in matters of hiſtory; tho' he ſays, © this 


lying ſpirit has gone forth from eccleſiaſtical to 
other hiſtorians : and the charge of corrupting 


2 hiſtory, in the cauſe of religion, has been al- 


ways committed to the molt famous champions, 
and greateſt ſaints of each church.” But there 


is a very difingenuous ſtating of the triumphs of 
the church, where he ſays, © the works of 


thoſe who have writ againſt her have been de- 


1 ſtroyed;” becauſe he either knew or might know, 
that the rational defenders of chriſtianity are ſo 
far from availing themſelves of any advantage 
: from thence, that they bewail the loſs of thoſe 
books that were fo written againſt the chriſtians 
gor chriſtianity, and they have reaſon to be ſorry 
on that account. But nevertheleſs none can read 
4 over the Credibility, as ſhewn by the learned, 

Judicious and candid Larduer, and talk © of an 
L | imperfection due to a total want of memorials, 


E 2 either 


628) ; 
either becauſe none were originally written, or 
becauſe they have been loſt by devaſtations of 3 
countries, extirpations of people, and other ac- 
cidents in a long courſe of time.” This is to 
rave under the wildneſſes of the imagination! 
for our New Teſtament writings, our Goſpels # 
are fairly proved to be juſt copies of genuinely | 
divine originals : they are memorials of the an- 
cient records upon which we may abſolutely | 
depend; they bear the examination of ſober ; 
criticiſm ; and to doubt about their authen-Þ 
ticity, will expoſe the folly of him who! 
| doubts, becauſe he is thereby doing what he 
can to eflabliſh univerſal pyrrhoniſm in matters f 
hiſtory. If there be ſuch a thing as credi-Þ| 
| bility due to any hiſtory, that of the Goſpel |. 
muſt be allowed as making ſuch claim; but if 
not, an univerſal pyrrhoniſm is unavoidably 
eſtabliſhed. 

Every eye may diſcern the ſhades of preju-|þ 
dice, the thick miſts of prepoſſeſſion, which 
hung about the head of my Lord Bolingbroke. 

It might well be ſaid by him, upon a judgment 

il ſorm'd of chriſtianity, © that the diſcovering 

error in maxims, or in firſt principles grounded 

on facts, is like the breaking of a charm, the 
enchanted caſtle, the ſteepy rock, the burning 
| lake 


| 6 | 
lake diſappear: and the path that leads to ftuth, 


1 which we imagined to be ſo long, ſo embaraſſed, 
and fo difficult, ſhew as they are, _— open, 


and eaſy. 


Upon the moſt careful, the moſt candid re- 
view, the Lord BoLINOBROK E does not, by his 


A letters, appear to be that vile, that abandon'd man, 


which he has been thought by many to be. — 
There is a vein of ſerious, cloſe thou ght in 
many parts of them, which in the Wr 
of charity would incline one to hope he was a 
man of penitence and of virtue. 


The unbeliever in revelation ſhould not glory 


too much in this nobleman as having died with- 


out faith. He has own'd a God ; a providence 


the chriſtian revelation; the ſuitablenels * 


ment 
ering 
nded 
, the 
rning 


lake 


prayer: he regarded himfelf as a denizen of 
heaven: his finger pointed to the heavens as his 
country ! he owns a moral obligation from a ſu- 
pernatural revelation: he expected to be ac- 
countable ; and has ſhewn, upon principles of 
virtue and ſelf government, he hoped for accept- 


| ance. What if he has uſed fome ruder freedoms 


with the bible? his propoſeſſions and prejudices 


were perhaps inſuperable. They appear to have 


had their being and ſtrength from the greatdiſlike- 
neſs there is between chriſtians and chriſtianity, 


To 


( 30) 

To this he did not thoroughly attend; but ſeems 
to have judg d of Chriſt's miſſion and kingdom, 
by mitres and creeds, ceremonies, and facti- 
tious things, only chimerical. — Things which 
have no more relation to the goſpel ſcheme, than 
truth has to falſhood ; and that is no other than 
in point of oppoſition. 

No infidel, no ſceptic ſhou'd adds or praiſe 
theſe letters, written by this nobleman, who does 
not himſelf follow the impartial leadings of reaſon 
or conſcience, in his regards to God, himſelf, and 
his fellow men, throughout every relation in 
which he ſtands; performing the duties which 
reſult from thoſe relations: obſerving the poſi- 
tive will of the ſupreme Being, whether revealed 
to him in a Supernatural, or diſcover'd by the 
right uſe of his reaſon in a natural way.— for 
without doing this, he will leave the great bu- 
ſineſs of life undone. So fays his Lordſhip, 
and ſo muſt eyery one e of bis conſiſtent admirers 
lay. 


FINIS 
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